
Female Fly Fishers 
 
 
 

 
 

DAME JULIANA BERNERS 
 

Dame Juliana Berners – Prioress of Sopwell Nunnery, woman of noble birth. Published 
Treatyse on Fyshhynge Wyth An Angle, 1496, believed to be the first book on fly fishing in the 
world.  Her book preceded Izaak Walton’s book, another early, authoritative fly fishing book, 
The Compleat Angler, which was published in 1653. 

 



 
 

CORNELIA THURZA CROSBY 
 

Cornelia Thurza Crosby – b. 1854.  Nicknamed “Fly Rod Crosby” because she caught so many 
huge salmon and trout.  First Lady of American Fly Fishing in 19th Century.  First registered fly 
fishing guide in Maine in 1897.  Pioneered the use of the lightweight fly rod for women.  First 
nationally syndicated outdoor columnist. 

 
 



 
 

LORI-ANN MURPHY 
 

Lori-Ann Murphy – first female Orvis-endorsed fly fishing guide – along with her close friend 
Christy Ball, Founded Reel Women Fly Fishing Adventures – Montana, the first company to 
offer women-only fly fishing trips.  Lives part time in Belize and enjoys saltwater fishing there.   



 
 

APRIL VOKEY 
 

April Vokey – renown spey rod fisher.  Born and raised in British Columbia where she has been 
fishing for giant steelhead since the age of 18.  She has her own guiding service, Fly Gal 
Ventures, and specializes in fishing trips for steelhead. She is also on the Patagonia 
ambassador team helping to design fly fishing apparel for women. 

 



 
 

SARAH GARDNER 
 

Sarah Gardner – co-founder of Chesapeake Women Anglers, pioneer as a female fly fishing 
guide boat captain.  Homebased at Harkers Island, NC, most of the year and Alaska in summer, 
Sarah has hosted trips to Baja, Bahamas, Guatemala with husband, Brian Horsley, also a fishing 
boat captain. 

 



 
 
 

CECILIA “PUDGE” KLEINKAUF 
 

Cecilia “Pudge” Kleinkauf- has owned and operated Women’s Flyfishing for over 30 years.   She 

conducts fly fishing schools in North Carolina and lodge-based guided trips throughout Alaska 

for salmon, trout, grayling, char, and pike.  She also leads saltwater fly fishing trips to Mexico. 

 
 
 



 
 

FANNY KRIEGER 
 

Fannie Kreiger – international fly fishing guide and instructor.  Founder of Golden West 
Women Flyfishers in 1983. A survivor of Nazi-occupation and native of France, Fanny came to 
the US at seventeen and eventually settled in the San Francisco area with her husband, Mel 
Krieger, who was an international tournament fly caster. 

 
 
 



 
 

JOAN WULFF 
 

Joan Salvato Wulff – b. 1926.  First lady of fly fishing today.  Won her first fly casting 
tournament when she was 11 in 1938.  Established the women’s record for fly casting at 161ft 
in 1960 at 34.  First women to be offered a salaried contract with a major fly tackle 
manufacturer (Garcia Corporation).  Famous for demonstrating fly casting in a ballgown with 
fly rods in both hands.  Studied and taught dancing to improve her body strength.  Married 
renown fly fishing angler and filmmaker, Lee Wulff in 1968. 

 



 
 

MAGGIE MERRIMAN 
 

Maggie Merriman – b. 1936.  was one of the premier fly fishing instructors in the West.  
Taught at fly fishing schools all over the west and pioneered the first fly fishing schools for 
women in the western US in Western Yellowstone, MT.  Trained as an artist and worked in a 
wholesale furniture store in San Francisco painting furniture.  Instrumental in the design of fly 
fishing gear for women. 

 



 
 

MOLLY SEMENIK 
 

Molly Semenik – fly fishing guide on Yellowstone River and spring creeks and casting 
instructor.  Molly’s fly fishing career began when she moved with her family to Montana in 
2000.  She started Tie The Knot Fly Fishing and became a Montana outfitter.  She serves on the 
Casting Board for Governors and Board of Directors for Fly Fishers International.  She currently 
lives in Washington state and concentrates on two handed fly rod techniques on trips around 
the Pacific Northwest.   

 



 
 

ELSIE DARBEE 
 

Elsie Darbee -grew up in New York’s Catskill fly fishing world.  She worked for the Dette Fly 
Fishing shop tying flies, met and married her husband, Harry Darbee.  With him, she 
established the famous E. B. and H. A. Darbee shop to sell flies tied in the Catskills dry fly 
tradition, such as the Quill Gordon.   

 



 
 

WINNIE DETTE 
 

Winnie Dette – with husband, Walt Dette, was one of the original famous Catskills fly tyers.  
She was born and raised outside Roscoe, NY, on the Beaverkill River where her father owned 
an inn on the banks of the river.  She began selling her flies in her father’s hotel and eventually 
established W.C. Dette Dry Flies enterprise with her husband and daughter, Mary Dette, 
another famous fly tyer, who continue tying flies well into her 80s. 

 



 
 

KIKI GALVIN 
 

Kiki Galvin – our own local, widely recognized fly fishing guide.  Kiki grew up fishing in the 
Finger Lakes region of New York State.  She’s a CWA member and past President.  Owns her 
own fly fishing guide service in Northern Virginia – Ms. Guided Fly Fishing.  She’s involved in 
many fishing organizations, including Trout Unlimited, Casting For Recovery and Project 
Healing Waters. 

 



 
 

CATHY BECK 
 

Cathy Beck – Premier saltwater and freshwater instructor, international fly fishing guide, 
wildlife photographer, author and advisor to major fly fishing tackle companies.  With 
husband, Barry Beck, Cathy has been a popular fly fishing personality at shows and fishing 
expos all over the US. 

 



 
 

SARA JANE MCBRIDE ? 
(no photo available) 

 
Sara Jane McBride – b. 1844.  Daughter of John McBride, well-known angler and fly tyer in 
Caledonia, NY.  Credited with becoming the first professional fly tyer in America.  Published 
the first entomology article written by an American on studies of insects in native waters near 
her home.  She carefully incorporated her findings into her fly patterns to make them more 
effective.  Traveled to England, Ireland and Scotland to enhance her skills as a fly tyer.  For a 
brief time, had a tackle shop in NYC. 

 



 
 

JENNIFER OLSSON 
 

Jennifer Olsson- international fly fishing guide, author, fly tackle dealers ‘pro staff rep.  Raised 
in southern CA, but spent extended periods with her father in West Yellowstone, MT, 
eventually working in Bud Lilly’s Trout Shop there.  Got her Montana state guide license in 
1984 and guided on the Madison, Gallatin and spring creeks in the Yellowstone area.  After she 
married her husband, Lars Olsson, she expanded her fishing career to include guiding in 
Sweden part of the year.   
 

 



 
 

MARY ORVIS MARBURY 
 

Mary Orvis Marbury – b. 1856.  daughter of Charles Orvis, founder of Orvis Company in 
Manchester, VT.  Head of the Orvis fly -tying department.  Compiled the first definitive 500 
page book of fly patterns in 1892 to standardize designs because everyone had different 
patterns and styles for the same flies.  This was a seminal book cataloging various trout and 
salmon flies and how to fish them. 
 

 



 
 

CARRIE STEVENS 
 

Carrie Stevens – b. 1882.  premier fly tyer in Maine, invented the Grey Ghost Streamer, 
designed to resemble a salmon smelt, and other famous trout and salmon flies.  
Revolutionized the way streamer flies were tied by extending material only slightly beyond the 
hook and using longer hook shanks.  Commercial manufacturer of her own very popular trout 
and salmon flies.   

 



 
 

CARRIE FROST 
 

Carrie Frost – b. 1868.  Trained as a teacher, Frost changed careers when she determined that 
popular European Flies were not enticing local fish.  She opened C. J. Frost Fishing Tackle 
Manufacturing Company in Stevens Point, Wisconsin, in 1886 to provide American made flies, 
instead of British flies to customers. Her company produced over 4 million flies a year. 
 

 



 
 

DR. BENITA WALTON AND GWEN PERKINS 
 

Dr. Benita Walton, one of the co-founders of the Casting For Recovery program, was formerly 
a breast reconstruction surgeon, and is now a psychiatrist at New London Hospital, New 
London, New Hampshire.  Dr. Walton is an avid fly fisher.  While working with breast cancer 
patients earlier in her career, she recognized the therapeutic benefits the gentle casting 
motion offered women working to rebuild arm and upper body strength after breast cancer 
surgery.  She continues to work with the Casting For Recovery program. 

 
 

Gwen Perkins, another of the founders of Casting For Recovery, was formerly a member of the 
Perkins family, owners of Orvis Fly Fishing Company in Manchester, VT.  Gwen is a professional 
fly fisher, hunter, equestrian, skier, private pilot.  She is married now to David Bogart and 
competes in the Copper Basin, Alaska, Ididarod.   

 



 

 
 

WANDA HAIR TAYLOR 
 
 

Wanda Hair Taylor – Homebased in TN, she has been a professional guide and fly casting 
instructor since the 1980s.  She is also a fly fishing TV hostess, outdoor writer and long-time 
member of the pro staff of various fly fishing gear manufacturers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

DONNA MCDONALD 
 
 
Donna McDonald – is the owner of a guest ranch homesteaded by her grandfather in 1910.  
With her husband, she runs Upper Canyon Outfitters in the Ruby River Valley, Alder, MT.  
Donna has been a licensed Montana outfitter since 1989.   She is one of the pioneer female 
fishing and hunting guides in MT.  

 



 
 

ELIZABETH BENJAMIN ? 
(no photo available) 

 
Elizabeth Benjamin (1858) – 19th century commercial fly tyer from Ralston, PA, who developed 
successful imitations based on careful observation of natural insects.  She became a fly tying 
legend and created some of the most popular flies in PA at the time by wading around in 
creeks and catching flies.  Considered to be the first woman in American to have tied flies 
commercially and opened her own fly tying business in 1853.   

 


